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ARE FLORIDA’S CHURCHES PREPARED?   2010 – A YEAR OF DISASTERS 

First, there was Haiti!  Then Chile.    Then floods and 

tornadoes in the Heartland of America.     All of these 

are still ongoing as well as our new  disaster in the Gulf 

of Mexico.   And 2010 storm watchers are forecasting  a 

dangerous year for named tropical storms for the 

Atlantic/Gulf areas.       2010 will be long remembered 

for the amount of lives and livelihoods that are being 

lost to natural and man-made disasters around our 

nation and in the Gulf and the Caribbean waters.  

When Paul experienced the disaster at sea where the 

ship he and 275 others were sailing to Rome, little did 

he know how much organization it would take to keep 

people from panicking, to ride through the storm, and 

to land safely on the shores of Malta. 

Read the story in Acts 27: 9 – 28:2.   Very few writings in 

the Bible go into as much detail as Luke put into this 

writing.      By the time we read this,   we can see a 

number of important values that are often needed 

when a church faces a crisis such as this -   Planning, 

Training, Experience, Leadership, and Trust 

If a church doesn’t have a Disaster Recovery Plan that 

incorporates these values,  how can the church be a 

refuge in the storm and a shelter in the heat (Isa. 25:4)?  

A shelter from the wind (Isa. 32:2)?  A help for the 

hungry and thirsty (Isa. 32:6)?  A rock against which the 

gates of hell will not prevail (Matt 16:18)?   A house 

built upon a rock (Matt. 7: 24-29)?  Or a place to come 

for the strengthening of the church  (1 Cor. 14:26)? 

 

  

 

DISASTER PLANNING AND RESPONSE RALLIES MEN TO A CAUSE  
Florida Conference, The United Methodist Church 

Pam Garrison,   Manager  of The Florida Conference’s  

Disaster Recovery Ministry and Staff Liaison to United 

Methodist Volunteers in Missions,  tells us our churches 

need to have a disaster recovery plan if they are able to 

survive the storm and meet the needs of their members 

and their community.    Of 47 United Methodist 

Churches destroyed or damaged in New Orleans in 2005 

following Katrina,  35 are back in service,  6 became 

absorbed by other churches, and 6 are closed.     

The Florida Conference data center is a reliable 
resource for backing up church disaster plans in case of 
an area-wide disaster.      Pam wants every church to 
have a plan and send her copies of their plans for 
backup.    The Florida Disaster Recovery Ministry is 
hosting training in disaster planning at Heritage UMC  in 
Clearwater, FL.   on  August 7.    visit 
www.flumc.org/DisasterRecovery  for links to this 
training.  Or call (800)282-2011 ext 149.     

 

 

United Methodist churches are looking for ways to 
intentionally engage its men of all ages into the ministry 
and mission of the UMM and the church.  This is an 
excellent way to rally the men.   

A disaster planning team must assess potential disasters 
a church can experience from natural or man-made 
causes.    The church should build a plan that lists 
important phone numbers to call,  services and 
contractors to reach,   tools and equipment needed,   
primary and alternate locations to meet and engage in 
temporary and permanent church activities.    The plan 
should include procedures for accessing the church, 
assessing the needs of the community,  communicating 
with staff members, trustees, members, local authorities 
and Fla. Conference.    

A new normalcy: Cathy Gilmore following Katrina looked 
to the First UMC of Gulfport MS and said: “Being here 
gives me a sense of peace in my heart that everything 
was going to be all right…..  It gives me a sense of 
normalcy.”  

 

 

http://www.flumc.org/DisasterRecovery
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FLORIDA CONFERENCE UMMEN ELECT NEW BOARD STARTING JANUARY 2011 

At its  spring meeting, the Board of Officers and district presidents elected its new slate of officers to 

carry the banner for the United Methodist Men of the Florida Conference.   Gene Winland of St 

Petersburg was elected President to replace Rodney Akers of Brandon, FL,  whose term is expiring at 

the end of 2010.    Terry Ketrow of Clearwater, FL was elected First Vice President, filling Gene 

Winland’s current position.    John Rogers of Tallahassee moves from Secretary to 2
nd

 Vice-President, 

replacing Stan Monroe, of Monticello, FL.    Chet Klinger of Largo FL was elected to fill John Rogers’ 

current position.  Charlie Perry remains as Treasurer.   Ex-Officio Members include Past Presidents and 

the Conference Retreat Registrar – John Dowell and Don Heishman.     Rodney Akers will become Ex-

Officio member in January.  Rev. Michael Oliver remains as Cabinet Representative and Sharon Luther, 

Conference Lay Leader is also Ex-Officio Member of the FL Conf UMMen. 

    Rev. Dr.  Jack Stephenson Picked for G. Ross Freeman Award  

John Dowell, President of the Conference Presidents of UMMen announced the selection of Rev Dr. Jack 

Stephenson at Anona UMC in Largo to receive this year’s G. Ross Freeman Leadership Award.   Pastor Jack, 

as the UMMen at Anona call him, is  an outspoken supporter of Anona’s men’s ministries at all stages and 

all aspects  of the church – both internally and outwardly.      

    

Pastor Jack has spoken at the Gulf Central District UMMen ‘s Gathering for the past 3 years.    When the 

Anona UMMen got their quadrennial Charter certificate,   Jack inscribed in writing his commitment to 

supporting Anona’s UMMen over the face of the document and had every man on Anona’s UMMen Board 

sign their own declaration of commitment to the mission of the ministry of men.  

But the noble man makes noble plans, and by noble deeds the man stands.  Isaiah 32: 8 

Suggested Study:  The MAN CODE Dr Dennis Swanberg  www.TheManCode.net  What do 1   3  12   120  3000  mean? 

WHY MEN HATE GOING TO CHURCH ɀ David Murrow Nelson Publishers 

SEEK SOCIAL JUSTICE ɀ TRANSFORMING LIVES IN NEED ɀ 6-week Study http://www.seeksocialjustice.com/  Poverty, 

!ÄÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȟ (ÏÍÅÌÅÓÓÎÅÓÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØȢ  0ÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÌÏÎÅ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÓÏÌÖÅ ÔÈÅÍȢ    7Å ÎÅÅÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 

overcoming human need.     ɀ The Heritage Foundation ɀ Leadership for America 

 

Pastor Jack  is happy to see the UMMen are recognizing all the 

men of the church as members of the UMMen – be they men 

engaged in ushering, lawn work,  sound/video support, medical 

missions to Guatemala,  SHARE,  Disciple Bible Study, Stephens 

Ministries, and in the number of fellowships men participate in 

– Tuesday AM breakfasts with the pastor,  Thursday AM with 

the lawn crew, Monday night Men’s Bible studies, small groups 

of men in Bible studies.  

 

http://www.themancode.net/
http://www.seeksocialjustice.com/
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 Eradicating Extreme 

Poverty ς 2010 Theme  

Some examples of men 

intentionally engaged in helping to 

eradicate poverty were lifted up at 

the 2010 Florida Conference:  

Men of St Paul, Largo – homeless 

outreach, Joshua home repairs 

Mandarin Men at Jacksonville – 

Second Harvest Food Rescue 

Oak Grove – Tampa – Food Pantry 

UMM at Seffner – Manna Bags 

UMM Hernando – Food and 

Camping gear drive  

FL Conf UMM – Jim Russo 

Ministry, Children’s Home, Wesley 

Homes 

 

FROM THE FLORIDA 

CONFERENCE UMMEN 

PRESIDENT :  

Greetings in Jesus Name from 

Rodney Akers 

I first wish to thank Chet Klinger 

for his efforts in editing the slide 

presentation at Annual 

Conference about the mission 

work of local units as well as his 

efforts on the Pathway enews. 

Also, I wish to encourage groups 

to make their reservations for the 

Fall Men’ retreats with Don & 

Sue.  

The couples retreats have been 

moved to May of 2011. The dates 

are April 29-May 1 and May 20-22 

and are  on our web site. The First 

 retreat will deal with family 

issues with the speakers to be 

announced soon. Watch the web 

site. 

Looking for discounts to Bucs 

games?    Check out group tickets  

for the Tampa Bay Bucs pre-

season & regular season and 

maybe a  1 day chance to attend 

a full scrimmage at  training camp 

for groups of 10 or more --- 

contact  your district president or  

me at rodney.akers2@gte.net 

Rodney 

Florida Conference UMMen 

www.ummflconf.org 

Recommended 

Training:  

Understanding 

Menôs Ministry ɀ 

The Ministry of Jesus 

Christ through men in 

the United Methodist 

Church  

Presented by the United 

Methodist Men,  the 

Global Board of 

Discipleship, Man-in-the 

Mirror Leadership 

Training Center 

For more about this: 

Contact Jim Boesch, 

Menôs Ministry Specialist 

at 

Jim.Boesch@Scotts.com 

 

Meet Dr. Barry from DeBary  

That is Dr Wayne Barry of 

Community UMC in DeBary, FL.  

Dr Barry became  involved in 

missions work in Haiti before and 

after the earthquake struck.     Dr. 

Barry, a physician from a Jewish 

family,  came to know and accept 

Jesus Christ as his Savior.  He helped 

set up medical work teams in Haiti 

through the University of Central 

Florida, Living in Faith, and Double 

Harvest at a farm outside Port-au-

Prince where thousands of victims of 

the earthquake were treated.   He and 

his family helped his daughter Caryn 

rally their church behind sending 

thousands of pairs of shoes to Haiti.  

Dr. Barry is an active member of 

DeBary’s Men’s Bible Study Team 

and received inspiration at a number 

of Men’s retreats at Leesburg.  

His call to Haiti came in a vision of 

“someone in a white robe” appearing 

to him a year before the earthquake.   

He’s made a number of visits with his 

family and his pastor to Haiti since. 

 

 

A Recipe for Creating Poverty ς Jack 

Kemp,  ŦƻǊƳŜǊ I¦5 {ŜŎΩȅ - June, 1990  

1.  Impose progressive tax rates 

2. Inflate currency 

3. Tax successful entrepreneurs 

4. Reward dependency, staying on 

welfare , unemployment, and 

public housing 

5. Reward break up of families 

6. Encourage debt, borrowing, 

spending;   discourage investing 

7. Weaken or destroy link between 

effort and reward 

 

mailto:rodney.akers2@gte.net
http://www.ummflconf.org/
mailto:Jim.Boesch@Scotts.com
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FLORIDA CONFERENCE 

SCOUTING UPDATE 

Gene E. Winland, Florida Conference 

Scouting Coordinator, reports that of the 

9 districts,  two, Bob Roberson, Atlantic 

Central and D.R. Walker, South West 

District, submitted their annual reports. 

The annual reports identify the # of Cub 

Scouts, Boy Scouts, adults and number of 

units along with # of Girl Scouts, # of 

adults and # of units, and the number of 

religious awards presented to youth and 

adults in their district.   

    Rev Craig Nelson, South East District 

Superintendent, identified a person to fill 

his vacant district scouting coordinator 

position for the last several years.  

  

    The other six districts have a person 

filling the district scouting coordinator 

position: Doug Pickett & Phil Shehi (East 

Central), Mark & Lynne Dodge (Gulf 

Central), Sandy Evans (North Central), 

Joe Solomons (North East), Rev Kevin 

Hall (North West) and Carl Bleiler (South 

Central). Each of these people have been 

encouraged to submit their reports. 

According to the District Superintendents 

reports submitted to the Annual 

Conference all of these people were 

reappointed to their job as District 

Scouting Coordinators 

  

    2010  District Scouting Coordinator 

training will be conducted at the Warren 

W. Willis Youth Camp in conjunction 

with the Annual Florida 

Conference UMC-BSA Spiritual Retreat, 

Nov 19-21, 2010. Training will be held 

Nov 20, Sat, 1:00 - 4:00 pm.  

  

    The district scouting coordinator 

affords the opportunity for churches 

assigned to their district to employ one of 

the scouting ministry agencies, the Boy 

Scout program, the Girl Scout program, 

the Campfire Boys and Girls program, the 

4-H program, and the newest agency of 

Big Brothers and Big Sisters, the Amachi 

mentor program to their local church 

ministries. These agencies provide an 

excellent means of outreach and 

evangelism from their churches to their 

community. 

  

    Questions or comments on this article 

should be sent to Gene Winland 727-526-

6592 or email gmwinland@aol.com. 

 

 

-ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ Ȱ)Î *ÅÓÕÓȭ .ÁÍÅȱ 

Renew and Equip Men for Ministry and Service 

United Methodist Life Enrichment Center  

4991 Picciola Rd  , Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

October 8-10, 2010  

Rev. Denny Heiberg, Grace Church, Gainesville 

Andy Searles – Aloma UMC, Winter Park 

Music Team:   Grace UMC Praise and Worship Team 

October 15-17, 2010 

John Riley, Ed Diaz 

Music Team:  Keith Miller,  Macel Buss 

October 22-24, 2010 

Rev. Riley Short,  First UMC, Lakeland 

Bishop James Swanson Sr,   

Rev. Harold Lewis, Lincoln Park UMC, Washington DC 

Music/Worship Leader:   Ross Kimura 

 

REGISTER BY AUGUST 15  - Registration Forms:   

Internet download at   www.ummflconf.org 

Register by Phone:  877-815-3692 

By mail:   Check to United Methodist Men P.O. Box 93370 

Lakeland, FL 33804-3370   LEC lodge room/meals $145 pp 

Youth camp, family RV campsite, and off campus rates 

available by calling the FL Conf UMMen at 877 number. 

From this July 4 th and through the remainder of this year , we hope you 

will take time to read the Declaration of Independence and the US 

Constitution in light of our Biblical teachings and consider the truths 

about our rights and freedoms contained within.    We hope you will 

take time to appreciate and teach your children the sacrifices made by 

the founding  generation and generations since to secure our religious 

freedoms and our other liberties endowed by our Creator.     Please pray 

for wisdom and Godôs will to prevail in the hearts and minds of our 

leaders.  And please pray for Godôs hand in protecting our land and seas. 

mailto:gmwinland@aol.com
http://www.ummflconf.org/

